
Sample Question 
 English First Paper 

Class Eight  
Full marks : 100 

Time: 3 hrs 
[Answer all the questions. Figures in the margin indicate full marks] 

 

Section A (Reading) 

Read the text and answer questions 1 and 2     

Eat garlic and stay healthy. This is the message of a new book named “Garlic: Nature’s Original 
Remedy”, which presents quite a convincing case. Garlic kills many ailments and-sometimes more 
efficiently than commonly used medicines. It may help protect us against heart disease and mild form 
of diabetes.The book also reports that eating garlic may possibly guard against cancer. 

However, this is not true that garlic always helps cure. In other words, it does not always work. 
Although it has some advantages, it may cause a burning feeling in the mouth and stomach and in 
especially sensitive people with asthma, headaches and depression. 

There are remedies and recipes for garlic based dishes in the book, but it warns that if your problem 
is serious, you should see a professional herbalist. If you’re worried about the smell, herbs such as 
parsley can help it to hide it. 

(Adapted from Widely Read by Samuela Ecstut & Diana Lubleska, Longman Intermediate Reading 
Skills, 1987) 

1. Guess the meaning of the following words and choose the correct meaning closest to the text. 

                       1x5=5 
i) message 

a) story 
b) fact 
c) information 
d) name 

ii) remedies 
a) process 
b) medicines 
c) list 
d) solution 
 

iii) ailment 
a) Faults 
b) illness 
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c) medicine 
d) drug 

iv) mild 
a) very serious 
b) complex 
c) not serious 
d) old 

v) warn 
a) advice 
b) discourage 
c) encourage 
d) explain 

Answers: 

i) c ii) d  iii) b  iv) c  v) a 

2. Answer the following questions:        2x5=10 

a) What does the book “Garlic: Nature’s Original Remedy” ultimately suggest? 
b) Which illnesses may garlic cure? 
c) Is there any possible side effect of eating garlic? If yes, what are those? 
d) What warning does the book give to the readers? 
e) What is parsley? Why does the writer advice you to use it in dishes (food)? 

Answer: 

2.a)  It suggests people to eat garlic and stay healthy.  

2.b) It may cure heart diseases and mild form of diabetes.  

2.c) Yes, there are. It may cause burning sensation in the mouth and stomach. Someimes it may cause 
headache and depression. 

2.d) The warning is if anyone has serious problems, he or she should see a professional herbalist. 

2.e) It is a kind of herb. It helps hide the smell of garlic in our mouth.  

Read the following text carefully and answer question 3 and 4. 

3. Complete the following table with the information given in the passage.                1x5=5 

The city with the highest temperature yesterday was Singapore. At noon the temperature in 
Singapore was 33⁰C and at midnight the temperature there was 25⁰C. Tokyo had the second highest 
temperature. It was only 2⁰C lower than in Singapore at noon. The temperature in Rome at noon was 
30⁰C, the same as in New York. However, New York’s temperature at midnight was one degree 
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lower than Rome’s. The noon temperature in Cairo was 29⁰C, one degree higher than that in Hong 
Kong. The temperature at midnight in Paris was 11⁰C less than that at noon in Paris yesterday. 
Although Stockholm’s temperature at midnight was the same as the temperature at midnight in Paris, 
its noon temperature was 14⁰C.The coolest city was London, with a temperature of only 22⁰C at 
noon and 13⁰C at midnight. 

The cities with the highest temperature had a lot of sunshine throughout the day. It was cloudy and 
dry at Stockholm, but it rained heavily in both London and Hong Kong. 

(Adapted from Writing English language Tests ‘edited by J.B Heaton, 1989) 

Yesterday’s Weather Around the World 

S=Sunny,  C=cloudy,   R=Rain 
Name of the cities  Noon Midnight  
Singapore   33⁰C (i)------- S 
Tokyo (ii)------   
New York  (iii)----------   
Cairo (iv)-----  S 
(v)----------------- 14⁰C   

 

Ans : (i) 25⁰C  (ii) 31⁰C  iii) 30⁰C  iv) 29⁰ C v) Stockholm    

4. Read the passage again and write True or False beside the following statements. Give answers for 
the false statements.                       1x5=5 

1. At noon, the temperature at Tokyo is 31⁰C 
2. New York’s midnight temperature is as the same as the Rome’s. 
3. Hong Kong’s noon temperature was 30⁰C. 
4. The noon temperature of Paris was 11⁰C higher than the midnight temperature. 
5.  It rained heavily at Stockholm. 

Answers :  
a) True   
b) False. It’s one degree lower than Rome’s.  
c) False, It’s 28⁰C. 
d) True    
e) False. It was cloudy. 
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5. Fill in the gaps with appropriate word:                  1x5 = 5 

Bangladesh is one of the most a)……………….. populated countries in South Asia. Her 
b)……………….. area is smaller in comparison to c)……………….. countries but she has really a 
large d)………………..  She lost three million people in e)……………….. war of liberation in 1971. 

 

Answers : 

a) Over/densely   b) total  c) many  d) population  e) the 

6.  Summarize the following text in around 50 words.                        10 

Smoking is a very bad habit. It is harmful to our health. A study by World Health Organization 
(WHO) reveals that about five million people die annually because of bad effect of smoking. If 
smoking continues, the death toll will rise to eight million by 2030. Considering the bad effect of 
smoking, Bangladesh government has signed an agreement with WHO in 2004 to control tobacco. 
Now smoking is illegal in public places such as bus-stand, rail station, and in any kind of other public 
transports.  

Although smoking causes premature death by creating health hazards like stroke, lung cancer, and 
heart diseases, many people in Bangladesh smoke regularly. Low and middle-income people are 
more inclined to smoking worldwide and they cover 80% of the total smokers. For better health, it is 
wise to give up smoking.  One’s firm decision is enough to refrain themselves from smoking. (Total 
words: 145) 

Answer : 

Smoking kills about five million people worldwide annually. The figure may rise to eight million by 
2030 if the present rate of smoking continues. Low and middle income people are the highest tobacco 
consumers. Smokers suffer different kinds of diseases. However, Bangladesh has signed a tobacco-
control agreement with WHO and banned smoking in public places. (64 words)  

7.  Rearrange the following sentences in correct order.                                  10 

(a) On a fixed day, the mice met in a meeting to find a way out.  

(b) A young mouse submitted a proposal.  

(c) Finally the mice migrated to another barn finding no other way.  

(d) There lived some mice in a farmer’s barn happily.  

(e) Different mice gave different opinions but all of them were unacceptable.  

(f) The farmer was in a trouble with the mice and brought a cat in order to get rid of them.  
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(g) Hearing the question, all began to look at one another in frustration.  

(h) He proposed to tie a bell around the neck of the cat.  

(i) As a result, the mice were in danger to come out of their holes. 

 (j) An old mouse accepted the proposal and asked, “But who will bell the cat?”. 

Answer : d,   f,      i,      a,      e,      b,      c,      h,      j,      g. 

8. Fill in the gaps using clues from the boxes. There are more words than necessary.  0.5x10 = 05 

inexpensive globe a foods called expensive 
studying found healthy they on an 
 

Research around the world points to ……………….. recipe for well-being. Eat simple 
……………….., not elite treats. Nutritionists have been ……………….. international super foods-
dishes from around the ……………….. that may hold the key to ……………….. eating. In many 
countries, they have ……………….., the healthiest diet is the simple, ……………….. diet that 
people give up as ……………….. move into prosperity. This diet often ……………….. the “peasant 
diet”. It’s usually based ……………….. grains, fruits and vegetables, and small amounts of meat, 
fish, or eggs. 

Answer: 

Research around the world points to a recipe for well-being. Eat simple foods not elite treats. 
Nutritionists have been studying  international super foods-dishes from around the globe that may 
hold the key to healthy eating. In many countries, they have found the healthiest diet is the simple, 
inexpensive diet that people give up as they move into prosperity. This diet is called the “peasant 
diet”. It’s usually based on grains, fruits and vegetables, and small amounts of meat, fish, or eggs. 

(text taken from Wegman B and Prijic M, 1997) 

 

9. The phrases in column A are the beginnings of some sentences. The phrases in Column B are the 
endings. Match the phrases in column A with the phrases in column B to make complete sentences.  
                                   1X5=5 

Column A Column B 
i. In last December Mintu a. waited for an hour for the boarding pass 
ii. He went there  b. with his parents 
iii. In the airport, they c. went to Kathmandu by air 
iv. On hearing the announcement, they d. and fastened their seat-belt before the 

took-off 
v. They sat on the same row  e. boarded on the plane 
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Answers:  

i + c. In last December Mintu went to Kathmandu by air. 
ii + b. He went there with his parents. 
iii+a. In the airport, they waited for an hour for the bording pass. 
iv+e. On hearing the announcement, they boarded on the plane. 
v+d. They sat on the same row and fastened their seat-belt before the took-off.  

 
Section B (Writing) 

10. Suppose you are Abonti and your friend is Jenny. Make a dialogue in 100 words between you 
and your friend about your preparation for the JSC examination.                       10 

Answer will vary here. 

11. Write a paragraph on ‘Our National Flag’ in about 150 words answering the following questions     

                                                                                                                                                      10                             

a) What is a National Flag? 
b) How have we got the national Flag? 
c) What is its width and breadth?  
d) How many colours are there and what do they symbolize?  
e) When do we use a national flag?  
f) How can we protect and uphold the honour of our National Flag?  

Answer will vary here. 

12. Read the beginning of a story. Now, complete it in 150 words.              10 

It was Habib’s first journey by train. He was going to his maternal uncle’s house to spend the 
summer vacation. After some time the train started to run. The ticket checker approached and told 
him that he was in a wrong train.  

Answer will vary here. 

13. Suppose you have recently visited a new place with some of your friends or family members. 
Now write a letter to one of your friends living in another city describing your experience.  

Word limit : 150                                     10 

Answer will vary here. 
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